Newsletter

Summer Term 2022

Welcome back for the Summer Term—Yay!
Our holiday club has proved to be very popular over the Easter Break and the children (and staff) have had
a great fortnight. Don’t forget to book into the May/June half term in good time.
We’re going to be busy this half term. We’d really appreciate some help on Saturday May 7 10am—12
noon for our Parents DIY Day when we’ll be carrying out some sprucing up of the preschool and garden.
There are jobs for all abilities! Please join us for this great social event—the more parents the better.
I’ve had a lot of chats recently with parents that are struggling with toilet training or whose children are showing signs of
being ready, so we’ve arranged on the evening of 25 May to have our Bowel and Bladder Specialist , Paula Smith, come in
to give parents some good, tried and tested advice. Everyone welcome!

Last term we entertained Mums at preschool and I hope you’ll agree, it was a lovely day. It’s great to show our lovely families what we do to support the children, share our curriculum and explain some of our unique ethos! We love welcoming
parents into our magical environment and the children are so proud to show off their play space too. We’re excited to invite
Dads in on 17th June to visit the preschool and Forest School. Look out for the email.
Hopefully, with social distancing restrictions eased, we can welcome all Parents into preschool and Forest School at our
Open Evening on 6 July. This will be for parents only please and all the staff will be on hand to welcome you and have a
chat in a nice, relaxed atmosphere with refreshments and nibbles.
This is a poignant term for us as we prepare our older children for transitioning to school with their new teachers, but we
will have a celebration and graduation ceremony for them on Friday 22 July with special guests—watch this space!
As always, a huge thanks to you all for your support.

Andrea

If you are having a sort out, our next
collection for recycling is
Friday 20 May
Here is a handy list of what is and isn’t
accepted for donation.
We accept the following ‘good quality’
items:

•
•
•
•
•

Men’s, Ladies’ and Children’s clothing

Paired shoes (tied together or elastic band around)
Handbags, hats, bags, scarves, jewellery, belts and ties
Soft toys
Household linen, curtains,
towels and bedding
(sheets/pillow cases/duvet
covers)

We DO NOT accept:

•
•
•
•
•
•

Please make sure all
Bag2School donations are
brought into preschool in a
secured bin bag (that won’t
explode, spill or rip) and before
8.30am on Friday 20 May.
Thank you and happy sorting!

Duvets and blankets,
pillows and cushions
Carpets, rugs, mats (including bath, shower and toilet mats)
Soiled, painted, ripped or wet clothing
School uniforms with and without logo
Corporate clothing and workwear
Textile off cuts, yarns or threaded material.

Parents DIY Day

Bee Day Toddle Waddle

Saturday 7 May 10am—12 noon

Friday 27 May @ 1.15pm

A great social event that brings together parents at the
setting to help us carry out some DIY tasks which are key
to the smooth running, upkeep and appearance of the
preschool. This term, we have a list of jobs that includes
dismantling the shed, re-attaching a cupboard door,
dredging the fish pond….

Did you know there are around 270 species of bees in
Britain? They’re facing many threats including habitat
loss, climate change, toxic pesticides and disease. It’s
our job to raise awareness of the plight of our bees
and to save our bees (and other important pollinators)
for future generations.

We have jobs small
and large for all
abilities, so please join
us for a bit of DIY fun.

Our annual sponsored event this year will be held on
the College playing field; we’ll be celebrating World
Bee Day and dressing as bees! Watch out for the
sponsorship letter coming out soon. As well as
raising funds for
preschool bee-related
resources, we’re
sharing proceeds with
our friends at
Frogmore Care and
Wellbeing Centre.

We’ll be emailing for
sign up soon!

New Hot Lunch allergy recording system
Our caterer, HC3S, are launching a new parent portal so
if you order hot lunches and your child has allergies, you
will be able to have direct access to their special diet
portal to make sure all recorded
information is correct and
acceptable alternatives supplied.

COVID Update
As restrictions are relaxed, we just want to let you
know that we have quite a few cases of COVID
amongst the children. Another preschool in Yateley
had to close their doors due to their staff contracting
COVID and that is absolutely the last thing we want
to happen to our setting. After battling through
January with staff shortages we know how important
it is to try to protect the staff so that we can remain
open for you. To clarify our position, our policy at the
moment is that if your child has tested positive, or if
you don’t want to test your child and they are feeling
unwell, please keep them at home until they have
tested negative or are well again. Symptoms can
include a temperature, headache, sickness and/or
upset tummy. As always, please allow 48 hours
from the last occurrence of sickness or diarrhoea
before returning.

Intergenerational Play Returns
We’ve had some absolutely fantastic news!
It was devastating to learn during COVID that the
Frogmore Day Centre had closed it’s doors. For
many years we’ve had really close links with the
elderly clients and they, the children and staff have
benefitted hugely from the warm and caring
relationships that built up.

Well, Age Concern have taken over the lease on the
building and are planning to re-open the centre this
summer as Frogmore Care and Wellbeing Centre.
We’ve already been speaking with them about how
we can re-kindle our special relationship and one of
the ways that
would be really
helpful is for us
to dedicate our
annual fundraiser
to the Centre.

Committee news

Hi there!!

Many of you know me by now but for those of you who are new to Preschool, I am Ella, the
Chairperson of the Committee. The Committee and myself support the Preschool with
organising fundraising events throughout the year to raise funds to keep the Preschool and
Forest School as fantastic as it is. Every penny raised goes straight back into Preschool to
enhance the setting and learning for the children. Below is a list of upcoming dates for the diary
over the next few weeks for fundraisers and gatherings so make sure you pop them in the diary.
We've got a Parents DIY day on Saturday 7th May, which is a fun, sociable event to spruce up the setting and garden
to keep it in tip top shape. I hope to see lots of you there!

April
In It To Win It—prize draw joining deadline
Friday 29 April 2022

Buy a number for £4 in April and you will have the chance to
win one of 3 cash prizes every month until July. For a
membership form, please contact the office.

May
Parent DIY Day
Saturday 7 May 2022

Please join us for this great social event—the more parents
the better!

Bag2School Clothes and Textiles Recycling Collection Day
Friday 20 May 2022

We collect all types of unwanted textiles—see the front
page for a full list.

Sponsored Bee Day Toddle Waddle
Friday 27 May 2022

Supporting the re-opening of Frogmore Care and Wellbeing
Centre and the return of our visits to the elderly that attend
the Centre. More details will follow

June
Leavers T-towels
Friday 17 June 2022 deadline for orders

Watch out for the order form—coming soon !
A lovely memento of your child’s time with their friends at
Preschool.

Photographer
Friday 24 June 2022 11am and 1pm for non attendees

Kevin is coming back to capture some lovely photos of the
children.

Summer Disco
Friday 24 June 2022 5.00pm—6.00pm

Time for the children to hit the dance floor. We’ll have
games, activities, pizza slices and cake on offer too.

Price changes
One of the jobs of the Committee is to monitor
finances to ensure the viability of the setting. We
haven’t changed the charges for 2 years, but with our
ever increasing costs (which aren’t being covered by
government funding) we have had to review this.
With effect from September the following changes
will apply:
Charge for non-funded hours

£6.36

Ad hoc sessions per hour

£7.50

Parent Plus:
For 2 year olds per hour
(no change)
For 3/4 year olds per hour

30p
45p

As a reminder, Parent Plus is the element which keeps
us sustainable. It includes:
• the ability to book Ad Hoc sessions (subject to
availability)
• to include breakfast/lunch or extended hours in
government funding
• additional resources in Forest School
There will be no change in the charges for hot lunch or
holiday clubs.

If you have any questions, please contact the office
and they can forward your query. If you’d like to know
more about the workings of the preschool, we have a
Committee meeting at 8pm on Monday 9 May at
preschool. Let the office know if you’d like to come.

Diary Dates
Monday 25 April
Tuesday 26 April
Friday 29 April
Saturday 7 May
Monday 9 May
Friday 20 May
Wednesday 25 May
Friday 27 May
Monday 30 May —
Friday 3 June
Monday 13 June
Monday 13 June
Friday 17 June
Friday 17 June
Friday 24 June
Friday 24 June
Wednesday 6 July
Thursday 21 July
Friday 22 July

Summer Term 2022

INSET and staff training—PRESCHOOL CLOSED
Preschool re-opens for the Summer Term
Deadline for Summer Term In It To Win It membership
Parents DIY Day 10am—12 noon
Committee meeting 8pm
Bag2School Recycling Collection
Let’s talk toilet training—Bowel and Bladder Specialist (6.30—8pm)
Sponsored Bee Day Toddle Waddle
HALF TERM (inc Jubilee Celebrations)
Holiday Club open—Book Now !
Committee meeting 8pm
Healthy Eating Week
Deadline for T-towel memento orders
Lads In
Photographer (11am and 1pm for non attendees)
Summer Solstice Disco (5.00pm—6.00pm)
Parents Open Evening (6.30—8.30pm)
Last day for children returning in September
Last Day of Preschool for leavers with special guests.
11.30am Graduation Ceremony and Picnic on the field.
Ad Hocs available

Don’t forget you can always check our online calendar for dates.
https://www.potleyhill-preschool.co.uk/parents-page/#calendar
Important Reminders


Our risk assessment for Forest School includes that children should, throughout the year, wear long sleeved tops and
ankle length trousers. This is very important to help prevent nasty scratches, stings, bites and ticks attaching. We try
very hard to keep the children as safe as possible, so this is one of the conditions of attendance.



Please don’t leave any sort of creams in your child’s bag! If you need to bring in cream, please make sure it is labelled
with your child’s name and hand it to a member of staff at the gate

Please check all your child’s clothing and belongings to make sure that they are clearly named. It saves a lot
of time and confusion if we can quickly identify all their bits and pieces.

