
 

Newsletter   Spring Term 2022 
Happy New Year to everyone! 

We’re not sure what’s waiting for us this New Year, but are really hoping we can get 
on with life as it used to be.  Looking forward with a positive attitude, plans are being made for some lovely 
face to face events this term as shown on the Diary Dates on the back page.   

Reinforcing our ethos and hoping to concentrate on something other than COVID 
guidelines, we’ve appointed a group of Eco-Warriors to help out with taking the recycling to 
the bin, eco-garden duties, composting the snack waste and looking after the preschool pet 
insects' welfare.  We’ll be trying to follow a program of special days focussing on our natural environment too!   

28-30 January—Great Big Bird Watch 
3 February—Feed the Birds Day 
3 March—World Wildlife Day 
11 March—Plant a Flower Day 
18 March—Global Recycling Day 
21 March—National Forest Week 

If any of these are particularly close to your heart and you feel you might be able to help, please drop me a line. 

Back to the present and I am expecting updated COVID guidelines before we return.  I will be sending out an email about keeping 
everyone safe when we return, but until that’s out, please help to keep our children, parents and staff safe by keeping your child at 
home if they are showing any signs of illness.  Remember, as always, if you have any concerns about your children, please contact 
us.   
Andrea 

If you are having a sort out, our next 
collection for recycling is 

Tuesday 18 January  

Here is a handy list of what is and isn’t 
accepted for donation. 

We accept the following‘good quality’ 
items: 

• Men’s, Ladies’ and Children’s clothing 
• Paired shoes (tied together or elastic band around) 
• Handbags, hats, bags, scarves, jewellery, belts and ties 
• Soft toys 
• Household linen, curtains, 

towels and bedding 
(sheets/pillow cases/duvet 
covers) 

 

We DO NOT accept: 

• Duvets and blankets, 
pillows and cushions 

• Carpets, rugs, mats (including bath, shower and toilet mats) 
• Soiled, painted, ripped or wet clothing 
• School uniforms with and without logo 
• Corporate clothing and workwear 
• Textile off cuts, yarns or threaded material. 

Please make sure all 
Bag2School donations are 
brought into preschool in a 
secured bin bag (that won’t 

explode, spill or rip) and before 
8.30am on Tuesday 18 

January.  Thank you and happy 



Tribe News 
We’ve reorganised the co-keycarer families so that 
each child belongs to a co-keycarer family with tribe 
members that are also Safeguarding Leads and Forest 
School Leaders.   We can be sure that each and every 
child is well known by the family and all the tribe 
members in the family can answer any questions you 
may have. 

Andrea, Sarah-Jayne and Stacey are all Level 4 
Safeguarding trained and Andrea and Sarah-Jayne are 
also qualified Safeguarding trainers.  All other staff 
complete safeguarding training to Level 3. 

Louise, Andrea and Sarah-Jayne are all Level 3 
qualified Forest School Leaders and the rest of the 
Forest School team are now undertaking a Forest 
School Diploma. 

Indi 
Our lovely Assistance Dog, Indi, is another valued member of our Tribe.  She has 
completed her first assessment and is doing well.  She’s still quite young, so is not 

yet interacting full time in the setting, and is always supervised. 

She made our hearts melt recently when a little lady that had scraped her knee came to see her in the office 
for a cuddle.  Indi went and sat next to her—the little girl stroked her head and was quite visibly comforted! 

All the children (and staff) love her. 

Placement Students 
Your children might have mentioned Summer and 
Aoife this last term.  They are our lovely placement 
students who will be with us until the end of this 
Academic Year.  Sharing our knowledge and expertise 
in childcare is something we’ve always been really 
keen to do.  There is a bit of a shortage crisis in the 
Early Years Workforce at the moment, so we are very 
happy to help Summer and Aoife with their studies.  
They’ve both made a really good start! 

Early Years ELSA 
Andrea is now a qualified Emotional Literacy Support 
Assistant (ELSA) .  The initiative was developed and is 
supported by educational psychologists who used 
knowledge of how children develop socially and 
emotionally and apply this knowledge to the needs of 
children. 

ELSAs are trained to plan and deliver programmes of 
support to those who may be experiencing temporary 
or long term additional emotional needs. 

ELSAs receive continuing support and supervision 
from educational psychologists.   

There are a lot of emotional skills that ELSA can 
help with, including: 

• Social Skills 

• Bereavement 

• Social Situations 

• Therapeutic Stories 

• Anger Management 

• Self-esteem 

• Real-life problem-solving skills 

 

Hannah will be supporting Andrea in the role and 
delivering interventions to small groups.  If you feel 
your child might benefit from ELSA support please 
contact Andrea or Hannah. 

 



 

Hi there!! 
Firstly, Happy New Year to all of our lovely families here at Potley Hill Early Years. 

 

For those of you just joining us, welcome and I hope you and your child/ren enjoy your time here and those 

who are returning after our festive break, a very warm welcome back. 

I am Ella & the Chairperson of the Preschool Committee. Both of my children have attended here in recent 

years. 

 

The Committee has a very important role as the Preschool is a charity run setting so without our lovely Committee, we wouldn't be able to 

open our doors. If ever you need to speak to me, please feel free to contact the office and they can put you in touch with me, or just come 

and have a chat if you see me or any other member of the committee in and around preschool—that’s Katie (Jack’s mum), Sonata 

(Amelija’s mum), Lauren (Eddie’s mum), Sinead (William D’s mum), Gemma (William K’s mum), Gemma (Oscar’s mum), James 

(Jasmine’s dad), Jake (Dalton’s dad), TJ (Alfie’s mum) and Helen (Ariel’s mum) - we don’t bite…promise! 

You can always find a bit more about myself & how I came to the role of Chair for the Preschool on the website.  Myself and the lovely 

committee team meet once every half term to discuss any updates in and around Preschool and most importantly, organize and execute 

all the fundraising events. These events are paramount to keeping our Preschool as fantastic as it is!  We are always open to anyone 

wanting to join or just help out wherever possible if that's what you'd prefer.  Just let the office ladies know and they can put you in 

touch. 

 

It's been a bizarre couple of years for everyone and I really didn't expect much in regards to fundraising through such uncertain times... 

BUT we have been absolutely blown away by the generosity and support from our families during Covid.  It was lovely to host the 

Halloween Disco in person & finally meet so many of you.  We were so sorry to have to cancel the Christmas concert, but better safe than 

sorry! We raised a fantastic amount from the Christmas activities which Louise will confirm when we return, so thank you all again as 

always!  

 

There will be plenty of fundraisers and events taking place in upcoming months so please make sure you're on our Parents of Potley 

Hill Preschool Facebook page to keep up to date with it all!  Also - don’t forget our "In It To Win It" prize draw. There’s another chance to 

join before the end of January. Purchase a number for £8 and you are in with 3 (yes 3) chances to win a cash prize every month until 

July. A percentage of the stake money goes to preschool and the rest is paid out in winnings. Ask at the gate or contact the office for a 

membership form. 

 

Thank you again for your continued support & I look forward to seeing you all very soon at our next event! 

I hope you all have a lovely term. Please do stay safe & take care 

Hope to see you soon 

Ella  

Committee news 

February 
Bag2School Clothes and Textiles Recycling Collection Day 
Tuesday 18 January 2022 
We collect all types of unwanted textiles—see the front 
page for a full list. 

Handprint pictures for Mothers Day (27th March) 
Watch out for the order form—coming soon ! 
A lovely memento for Mothers or Grandmothers—a 
framed print of your child’s handprints with a 
heartwarming poem. 

In It To Win It 
—prize draw joining deadline Friday 28 January 2022 
Buy a number for £8 in January and you will have the 
chance to win one of 3 cash prizes every month until 
July. 

March 

January 
Valentine Disco—Friday 18 February 2022 5.00pm—6.00pm 
Time for the children to hit the dance floor.  We’ll have 
games, activities, pizza slices and cake on offer too.  



Spring Term 2022 

 
 

Tuesday 4 January  INSET and Induction sessions—PRESCHOOL CLOSED 

Wednesday 5 January Preschool re-opens for the Spring Term 

Monday 10 January   Committee meeting 8pm  

Tuesday 18 January   Bag2School Recycling Collection 

Friday 28 January  Deadline for January In It To Win It membership 

Thursday 17 February  Random Acts of Kindness Day 

Friday 18 February   Valentine Disco 5.00pm—6.00pm 

Monday 21 February— HALF TERM—Holiday Club open—Book Now ! 
Friday 25 February    

Friday 4 March   World Book Day 

Monday 7 March   Committee meeting 8pm 

Friday 18 March   Deadline for Mothers Day Handprint memento orders 

Friday 25 March   Mums’ Tea Party 

Monday 29—31 March Easter Bonnet Parade 

Friday 8 April   INSET and Induction sessions—PRESCHOOL CLOSED 

Monday 11 April -  EASTER HOLIDAY - Holiday Club open   
Friday 22 April 

Diary Dates 

 Wet or soiled clothes will be sent home in a fabric, reusable tote bag.  Could you please wash and return tote bags as 
soon as possible.  If you have a surplus of tote bags at home, we are always happy to receive donations.  We are 
running short of pants, socks and trousers too if you have any spare! 

 Snack—please send in one piece of whole fruit or vegetable.  You do not need to put it in a bag as all the snacks are 
washed. 

 Winter clothing—even if your child isn’t going to Forest School, we are still spending a lot of time outdoors, so please 
make sure they have warm, waterproof coat, hat, shoes and gloves.  For Forest  School please layer up and preferably 
supply winter boots rather than wellies as they are much warmer. 

Please check all your child’s clothing and belongings to make sure that they are clearly named.   

It saves a lot of time and confusion if we can quickly identify all their bits and pieces. 

Important Reminders 


