
 

Ofsted 
As you all know, we had our Ofsted inspection on Monday 2 
December and we are very proud to announce that our rating is 
GOOD.  Obviously we are a little disappointed not to have the 
Outstanding rating, but with the new framework having just 
come into force, the inspector said that Outstanding is almost 
impossible to achieve!   

She was incredibly positive and complimentary about us and she 
had these lovely words to say in the report:: 

“The Manager is passionate about her role and responsibilities” 

“Children are safe and secure” 

“Partnerships with parents and other professionals are strong and 
highly effective” 

“Staff support children’s emerging communication and language 
well” 

“Children quickly master the routines of the preschool and 
independently make their own choices in their play and learning” 

“Children have an abundance of opportunities to be physically 
active” 

“Staff provide varied and stimulating learning environments to 
help children to become excited and curious learners” 

Tribe News 
We have another new member of staff, the lovely 
Lauren.  Lauren completed a work placement with 
us a while ago and then went into 
social care for the elderly.  We have 
managed to persuade her to come 
back and join our Tribe, please say 
hello! 

After Christmas we will have Shannon 
working with us for the term as part 

of her College placement.   Shannon is well known to us as she 
works with us looking after the children in Holiday Club. 

Hannah and Liz will also continue with us on placement through 
the term. 

Our amazing staff are always looking at how to inspire curiosity 
and enhance the children’s learning opportunities.  If you have any 
items which you think would fit in with our approach, eg plants, 
wind chimes, adult hats and shoes for dressing up—anything 
wooden is always welcomed, please bring them in ! 
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My goodness, last term was so busy following the changes that we’ve been making.  We have 
had many visitors, both parents and practitioners from other settings come to look round 

and they are all, without exception, so complimentary.  Our sessions are full but the visitors have all been impressed 
with how calm the atmosphere is and how engaged all the children are with their play.  The environment has a 
really positive effect on their behaviour and they are learning to respect the resources we have.   

We can see their confidence is growing as they become more creative, especially with things like making their own 
playdough, baking and woodworking.  They are all eager to visit the College Library and the Daycentre where the 
older people really look forward to their visits—the children were even invited to join them for lunch !   We took the 
children over to watch the Reception children’s nativity and they were all exceptionally well behaved—as Mrs Clarke, 
the headteacher,  commented.   

We’ve also been taking groups of children to visit our Forest School base camp (which we will continue to do this term) and getting very 
excited about full Forest School style sessions in the Summer for our funded 3 and 4 year olds.   

Heartfelt thanks go to you, our parents, for supporting us with such enthusiasm! 

Communication Friendly Setting 
As you know we are committed to enhancing our communication friendly setting and Emma has signed up to 
the Communication Commitment by the Communications Trust.  You can read all about it from this link: 

https://www.thecommunicationtrust.org.uk/projects/early-years-commitment/   

 
We were delighted that Stacey W was selected to be sponsored by Chloe and Sophie’s Special Ear Fund (CSSEF) to complete BSL level 1 
training.  From all the applications from schools and preschools in North West Hampshire, Stacey’s application was accepted and we are 
the only early years setting represented.  (Many of you will remember our Toddle Waddle last year was to support CSSEF).  We are 
hugely proud of Stacey and as part of her training, she is on placement with Potley Hill Primary assisting with their deaf children and she 
even signed a whole assembly before Christmas. 

https://www.thecommunicationtrust.org.uk/projects/early-years-commitment/


 

Continuing our initiatives to promote healthy 
eating  ! 
Following feedback from our recent Parents Questionnaire, we 
decided to change our hot lunch supplier to Radish, who also 
cater for Potley Hill Primary school.  All their meals are freshly 
prepared onsite by their team to ensure they are nutritionally 
balanced.  Many of their dishes contain hidden vegetables and 
their menu ensures controlled use of refined sugar.  This change 
will be effective after February half term.  Order forms will be 
available shortly 

Our snack bar is working very well.  Initially we had some very 
exotic fruit and vegetables which did require rather a lot of 
complicated preparation so, on reflection and to make sure 

that the children can access the snack bar as independently as 
possible, we ask for simpler portions, such as apples, banana, 
satsuma and washed carrots please. 

Hollie and Hannah are planning more cooking activities with 
the staff and children, so watch out for some super soups and 
baking (always making sure we keep the refined sugar to a 
minimum)  So much 
collaboration, 
mathematics and 
science as a bi-
product of healthy 
eating! 

 

 

Holistic Health… is our new mantra as we continue to enhance our setting 

with improving the health of our community. 

 We will be developing  new blogs on our website on a range of Personal, Social 
and Emotional topics focussing on the wellbeing of our children, parents and staff.   

 We are holding our kick off Eco Project meeting in January and will report back. 

 We’ve been working on a programme of mindfulness and yoga with the children 
to concentrate on their breathing and working on the children’s self regulation. 

Forest School Preparations 
Our aim is to launch our Forest School style sessions in the 
Summer Term 2020 (April).   

Andrea, Sarah-Jayne and Louise are working through their 
Forest School Leader training.  We’ve been visiting other Forest 
Schools to share best practice and also collaborating with Potley 
Hill Primary school as they work through their Forest School 
Leader training too.  We are starting trial sessions this term 
(which will be communicated separately) and we have an 
INSET day at the end of January to roll out training for all staff. 

Mike Gray and his team, a local conservationist and contractor 
for Hampshire County Council, have brush cut the Forest School 
base camp flooring and surveyed the plants and animals in the 
area.  We have a Parents Information Evening (PIE night) on 
Monday 20 January when we will explain more about our plans 
and  offer you the opportunity to join us in a practical session on 
Saturday 1 February. 

Read more about Forest School on our website: 

https://www.potleyhill-preschool.co.uk/  

 Our weekly Focus Child system is working really well and helps all the 
staff get to know more about the children and inform future learning and 

development opportunities.  We value the knowledge and understanding you have of your 
child and will really appreciate your input when we ask you to share  with us anything 
significant happening in your child’s life  eg visits, holidays, new pets, family celebrations 
(and photos if you can!).  So please, when you get the email request, upload to Learning 
Book photos and comments about what is happening at home in your child’s life. 

 Until we have figured out a way to save the planet from wet wipes, if your child is in 
nappies, would you please include wet wipes with your spare nappies. 

 All wet or soiled clothing will now be returned to you in reusable tote bags (which were kindly donated by Edith’s mum) —
please return these, or purchase your own Potley Hill tote bag from us here— 
https://www.potleyhill-preschool.co.uk/uniform-order-form/  

Reminders 
 
 
 

 
Never miss a moment ! 

Download the new Learning Book IOS 
App 

www.learningbook.co.uk 
 

(Android coming shortly) !! 

https://www.potleyhill-preschool.co.uk/
https://www.potleyhill-preschool.co.uk/uniform-order-form/
http://www.learningbook.co.uk


Hi there!! 
We hope you’ve had a great Christmas and welcome back or welcome !   
We’ve got a number of exciting events planned for this upcoming term to help introduce new 
parents to preschool.  
If ever you need to speak to me, please feel free to contact the office and they can put you in 
touch with me, or just come and have a chat if you see me or any other member of the 
committee in and around preschool—our photos are in the lobby, we don’t bite…promise! 

You can always find a bit more about myself & how I came to the role of Chair for the Preschool on the website. 
Not many people realise that the Preschool is Committee-run, so cannot continue without the support of the 
parents joining the Committee.  If you’d like to be involved, you are more than welcome to come along to our 
Committee meeting on Monday 13 January 2020 at 7.30pm at preschool. 
It's a great way to get to know one another as parents & consequently, good friends too! 
Hope to see some of you there! (There's refreshments too!) 
Below are the fundraising activities we have coming up this term.  I hope you are able to join us for some or able to 
help out if you wish! 

Hope to see you soon 

Ella (Isla’s mum) 
 

 

Committee news 

January 

February 

March 

Valentine Disco 
Friday 14 February  2020:  6pm—7pm 
Practice the children’s favourite dance moves and feel the 
love at our February disco.  We’ll have games, activities, 
pizza slices and cake on offer. 

Clothes and Textiles Recycling Collection Day 
Thursday 23 January 2020 
We collect all types of unwanted textiles including adult’s 
and children’s clothes, paired shoes, hats, bags, belts, 
towels, curtains and bed linen.  Help yourself to a bag in the 
lobby! 

Handprint pictures for Mothers Day 
A lovely memento for Mothers or Grandmothers—a framed 
print of your child’s handprints with a heartwarming poem. 

Easter Picnic: 11.30am—12.30 pm 
Everyone is welcome to join in our family picnic lunch.  We’ll 
have fun activities including the old favourite easter egg 
hunt and, of course our Easter raffle. 

April 
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Monday 6 January  First day back 

Monday 13 January   Committee meeting at preschool—Everyone welcome  !   

7.30—9 pm   Please come along and support the preschool. 

Monday 20 January  Parents Information Evening (PIE night) Forest  
7.30—8.30pm   School 

Thursday 23 January   Bag2School Recycling Collection 

Friday 31 January  PRESCHOOL CLOSED—INSET  

Saturday 1 February  Parents Practical Forest School sessions 

Friday 14 February  Valentines Disco 
6-7pm 

Monday 17 February— HALF TERM—Holiday Club open—Book Now ! 
Friday 21 February    

Monday 2 March  PRESCHOOL CLOSED—INSET  

Friday 20 March  Mums In 

Friday 3 April   Easter Picnic 

Monday 6 April -  EASTER HOLIDAY, - Holiday Club open 
Friday 17 April 
  

Don’t forget you can always check our online calendar for dates. 

https://www.potleyhill-preschool.co.uk/parents-page/#calendar  

https://www.potleyhill-preschool.co.uk/parents-page/#calendar

