
 

W elcome back to our children and warm greetings to all our 
new starters !  We hope you’ve enjoyed your summer and are 
now ready to have lots of fun at preschool. 

As we begin a new year,  we have been reflecting on how the 
Curiosity Approach and In the Moment Planning is ‘inspiring 
curious minds’.    Monday 7 October is an INSET day and 
preschool will be closed so that all the staff can be involved in 
training that day building on the Curiosity Approach and 
incorporating Invitations to Learning and Wellbeing. 

Our amazing staff are always looking at how to inspire curiosity 

and enhance the children’s learning 
opportunities.  If you have any items which you think would fit 
in with our approach, eg plants, wind chimes, adult hats and 
shoes for dressing up—anything wooden is always welcomed, 
please bring them in ! 

Our weekly Focus Child system is working really well and helps 
all the staff get to know more about the children and inform 
future learning and development opportunities.  We value the 
knowledge and understanding you have of your child and will 
really appreciate your input when we ask you to share  with us 
anything significant happening in your child’s life  eg visits, 
holidays, new pets, family celebrations (and photos if you can!) 

Tribe News 
We are welcoming to our tribe 
the lovely Hannah, who has now 
graduated from college with her 
Level 2 qualification, having 
completed a year’s placement 
with us.   

We will continue to support our 
local schools and colleges with 
their requests for student 

placements  and we have had some lovely comments from 
the students’ tutors about how well they do under our 
tutelage. 

 

 

Congratulations go to Lisa, our 
Deputy Manager, who has 
completed her Foundation 
Degree and now embarks on 
the next stage of her degree—
BA (Hons) in Early Years 
Education.   

And congratulations also to 
Stacey T who, having played a huge 
role in our extended hours opening over 
the Summer, has accepted the position 
of Assistant Deputy Manager and will 
continue to develop our extended hours 
and holiday provision. 
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We really hope you like our new look !   
We’ve enhanced our provision in so many ways; Curiosity Approach, In the Moment Planning, 
Extended Hours, Holiday Club,for 2yrs—5yrs, Hot Lunches, Communication Friendly, Holistic Health 
and Forest School,  we wanted to mark it with a new image, new logo, new uniforms.  Hopefully 
our new sign will arrive soon too ! 

And to mark the occasion, we will be giving every new starter in September a t-shirt with our new 
logo !  We’ve also researched and sourced eco-friendly tote bags, biodegradeable water bottles 
and Stikin name labels to help you organise your lives ! 

We’ve also launched our new look website, so make sure you visit !  

www.potleyhill-preschool.co.uk 

Holiday Club success 
Our trial run of the Holiday Club over the summer 
holidays, run by Stacey T and Emma (and ably assisted by 
Hannah, Hollie and Shannon, Lisa and Liz) was a great 
success and we have decided to open up for the Autumn 
half term (28 October—1 November) holiday as well. 

Communication Friendly Setting 
We were sad to say goodbye as our 3 children with hearing needs 
moved on to big school, but we are committed to working closely 
with Chloe and Sophie’s Special Ear Fund (CSSEF) to make our 
setting the only Communication Friendly Setting in the area. 



 

Continuing our 2 initiatives to promote 
healthy eating  ! 
Our  fresh fruit and veg snack buffet is a resounding success !  
The fruit and veg is prepared and presented as a buffet.  
Under supervision the children are able to help themselves to 
fruit and veg from the buffet throughout the session.  They 
pour their own milk or water from the jug and when they’ve 
finished, they wash up their cup and plate in the washing up 
bowl.  This all encourages independence and self regulation.  
Some children decide that they don’t want a snack, which is 
perfectly OK and others are excited to try all the different 
choices on offer.  There is plenty of  lovely conversation at the 

snack table too. 

Last term we introduced hot 
lunches provided by our partners, Slice of Pie.  
The 2 course meal costs £2.90 and orders can 
be placed half termly in advance.  Our staff 
sit down with the children eating the same 
food and of course, encourage them all to try everything, 
which is working really well. 

If you want to order lunches, there are  order forms in the 
lobby or  on the website. 

We’d like to thank all our parents for their input and support 
to enable us to introduce these initiatives and we’re hoping this 
makes your busy lives a little easier too. 

Holistic Health… will be a new mantra for us as we continue to enhance our 

setting with improving the health of our community. 

We have already introduced our 2 initiatives for healthy eating (see below) and we’re 
now working on: 

  a new blog on our website on a range of Personal, Social and Emotional topics 
focussing on the wellbeing of our children, parents and staff.   

 looking for volunteers to join a group to see how we can become more eco-friendly.   
A get together for a brain storm will be arranged soon.  Let Jo know if you’re 
interested in joining in. 

 a programme of yoga  to work on the children’s self regulation 

Forest School Preparations 
Our aim is to launch our Forest School sessions in the Summer 
Term 2020 (next April).  Andrea, Sarah-Jayne and Louise are 
working through their Forest School Leader training and all staff 
will complete their training before the launch.  We are working 
with the College on an action plan to prepare the site. 

The Forest School approach to learning in the outdoors is rooted 
firmly in the key progressive education theorists of the past one 

hundred and fifty years - from Froebel to Steiner, Vygotsky to 
Montessori, Dewey to Gardner – all of them put the child at the 
centre of their own learning; all talk of the importance of 
children being allowed to explore the world, in woodlands or 
wild spaces with appropriate support.  

When children are given the space to explore in nature it helps 
them to build confidence, independence, and self-esteem. Forest 
School teaches the children to manage their play boundaries, 
evaluate risks and look out for each other in the richest 
classroom we have – the outdoors.  

! 

We are having a party soon to celebrate our 40th birthday—come along 
for a slice of cake and some fun ….Watch out for the date ! 

 
 
 

 
Never miss a moment ! 

Download the new Learning Book 
IOS App 

www.learningbook.co.uk 

 
(Android coming shortly) 

http://www.learningbook.co.uk


Hi there!! 
We hope you’ve had a great Summer  and welcome back or welcome !    We really hope you like our rebranding for the 
new year.  So much about the setting has been enhanced, we felt that our old image didn’t really do us justice any more.  
We’re excited to be organising our 40th birthday party in October too.  Details will be announced after our first 
Committee meeting.  
We’ve got a number of events planned for this term to help introduce new parents to preschool.  If ever you need to 

speak to me, please feel free to contact the office and they can put you in touch with me, or just come and have a chat if you see me or any 
other member of the committee in and around preschool—our photos are in the lobby, we don’t bite… 
Not many people realise that the Preschool is Committee-run, so cannot continue without the support of the parents joining the 
Committee.  If you’d like to be involved, you are more than welcome to come along to our first Committee meeting on Monday 16 
September at 7.30pm at preschool.  We’ve got our AGM on Monday 21 October and we’d love to see lots of parents come along.   
Everyone is welcome and encouraged to attend. 
Below are the fundraising activities we have coming up this term.  I hope you are able to join us for some or able to help out. 
 

Hope to see you soon 

Abi (Lexi’s mum) 

 

Committee news 

McMillan Coffee Morning 
Friday 27 September 2019:  10am—11.30am 
Come for a cup of coffee and a biscuit.  Andrea and the 
Committee will be around to chat about what’s going on in 
preschool and upcoming events—all while raising money for 
the brilliant McMillan service 

September 

October 

November 

Bingo Night 
Friday 11 October: 2019  7.30pm —10.30pm 
Our first ever Bingo Night !  Prizes galore and a raffle.  Bring 
your own drinks and nibbles   £3 a ticket 

Clothes and Textiles Recycling Collection Day 
Tuesday 15 October 
We collect all types of unwanted textiles including adult’s 
and children’s clothes, paired shoes, hats, bags, belts, towels, 
curtains and bed linen.  Help yourself to a bag in the lobby! 

Preschool Photographer 
Wednesday 20 November 
Kevin from Captured Moments comes to preschool to 
capture a memento of your child’s time at preschool.  
Younger siblings are welcome to join in! 

Christmas event—date TBA 
We will be inviting parents in for a special Christmas 
celebration something a bit different this year ! 
 

Hallowe’en Disco 
Friday 25 October 2019:  5pm—6pm 
Practice the children’s favourite dance moves for our 
Halloween disco.  We’ll have games, activities, pizza slices 
and cake on offer. 

Potley Hill Primary Christmas Fair—date TBA 
We always have a stall at the Christmas Fair.  There are lots 
of gifts, games and santa’s grotto to visit. 

December 
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Wednesday 4 Sept   First day 

Monday 16 Sept    Committee meeting at preschool—Everyone welcome  !   
7.30—9 pm    Please come along and support the preschool. 

Friday 20 September  Harvest Festival and donations to the Food Bank 

Friday 27 Sept   McMillan Coffee morning 

Monday 30 Sept   Parents Information Evening 
7.30—9pm 

Friday 4 October   Grandparents Afternoon Tea 
12.30—3.30pm 

Saturday 5 October  Parents DIY Day 
2pm—4pm 

Monday 7 October   PRESCHOOL CLOSED—INSET Day 

Tuesday 15 October  Bag2School Collection Day 

Friday 11 October   Bingo Night  
7.30pm—10.30pm 

TBA     40th Birthday Party and Open House 

Monday 21 October  Preschool AGM (drinks and nibbles)  
7.30—9pm 

Friday 25 October   Halloween Disco 
5pm — 6pm   

Monday 28 Oct - Friday 1 November  PRESCHOOL CLOSED—HALF TERM 

Monday 18 November  Committee meeting 
7.30—9pm 

Wednesday 20 November Preschool photographer 

Monday 25 November  Parent Consultations 
5.30—7.30pm 

TBA     Preschool stall at Christmas Fair at Potley Hill Primary  

TBA     Christmas event 

Friday 20 Dec   Christmas party on the last day at Preschool 


