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As we end the Spring Term we have been reflecting on how the Curiosity Approach 
and In the Moment Planning has impacted the setting over the last half term.   

I have to say that we have observed quite a step change in the children, the way they are 
moving around the Preschool and playing imaginatively; the reduction in the noise level 
inside and the major calming effect on their behaviour in general. 

Our Focus Children system is working really well and I’d like to thank everyone for sending in the 
information promptly.  For those that haven’t yet been Focus Children, we are 
working our way through the register and you will be asked in turn. 

Friday 3rd May is an INSET day and preschool will be closed.   We’re very excited 
on this day to be attending a training day in Oxford with Anna Ephgrave, the 
Planning in The Moment guru who has inspired many of the changes we have 
introduced recently.  Lisa and I also joined a seminar in Reading in April organised 
by the inspirational ladies of the Curiosity Approach Academy.  It helped 
absolutely crystallise our belief that this is the most fantastic approach to early 
learning and that we are ahead of the game. 

We’re very proud of our 2 initiatives to promote healthy eating  ! 

Our  fresh fruit and veg snack buffet is a resounding success and the selection our parents have been 
providing is brilliant!  The fruit and veg is prepared and presented as a buffet.  Under supervision the 
children are able to help themselves to fruit and veg from the buffet throughout the session.  They 
pour their own milk or water from the jug and when they’ve finished, they wash up their cup and 
plate in the washing up bowl.  This all encourages independence and self regulation.  Some children 
decide that they don’t want a snack, which is perfectly OK and others are 

excited to try all the different choices on offer.  There is plenty of  lovely conversation at the 
snack table too. 

The Summer Term sees the introduction of hot lunches provided by our partners, Slice of Pie.  
The 2 course meal costs £2.90 and orders can be placed half termly in advance.  Whilst we 
settle down to this new initiative, we will try to be flexible with orders.  Our staff will 
be sitting down with the children eating the same food and will of course, be 
encouraging them all to try everything.   We’ll be looking at ways that parents can 
join us too. 

We’d like to thank all our parents for their input and support to enable us to 

Our lovely Liz has signed up to start her Level 3 Early Years Educator qualification!  We’re so 
proud of her and she’s going to make a brilliant addition to our keycarer team. 

We’ve also managed to persuade Stacey Taylor (right) to come 
and join our team as a keycarer.  Stacey is Level 3 qualified and 
has been a childminder for several years. 

Completing the new line up is Hollie (left),  who also joins us this 
term, as a trainee.  Hollie is Level 2 qualified and looking forward 
to continuing her learning with us! 



One of our favourite 
additions to Preschool is our 
chiming clock, donated by 
Oliver’s family.  Every hour 
the Preschool 
falls quiet 
while the 
children 
count the 
chimes to see 
what time it 
is! 
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Have you seen our newly built outdoor 
woodworking area?  Huge thanks to our 
friend Mitch for creating this fabulous space 
for the children.   

We worked hard over the Easter holidays to 
make the other areas of our garden even 
more exciting  to explore and we still have 
plans on the drawing board ! 

Although the courtyard is still out of bounds 
for the children at the moment due to a structural problem, we are being guided and 
sponsored by the Hampshire Biodiversity Officer and our lovely Annie (Oliver’s mum)  
to create a super area with wild flowers, herb garden, pond with aquatic plants and 
frogspawn, rockery, fruit trees and bulbs, bird boxes and insect boxes.  We’re also 
looking to provide some seating and protection from the weather. 

PARENT CONSULTATIONS  

As part of our Parent Plus 
programme, it’s nearly time 
for our bi-annual Parent 
Consultation Evening.   
 
We will shortly be asking you 
to request a time slot with 
your keycarer for Parent 
Consultations on  
 

Monday 20 May 2019 
 
Appointments are 15 minutes 
long between 5.30pm and 
8pm.  Once all requests have 
been received, we’ll issue 
firmed up appointment times. 

DON’T MISS ANYTHING ! 
 

SIGN UP TO OUR FACEBOOK PAGES : 
POTLEY HILL PRESCHOOL AND  

PARENTS OF POTLEY HILL PRESCHOOL 
 

There is lots of information about what your children are doing, ideas for activities 
and events. 

Like our pages and leave a review ! 
 

Please note that it is our policy not to share identifiable pictures of children 

on our website or Facebook page.  Please be mindful of this if you’d like to 

post on the Parents of Potley Hill Facebook page. 

SUNNY WEATHER ? 

This is very important ! 
Please make sure that you apply 
suncream to your child before they come 
to preschool.   We will top them up 
during the day with our Factor 50 
suncream.   
If you have forgotten to do this at home, 
there will be a bottle of suncream on the 
shelf outside for you to use.  Please put 
the suncream back on the shelf when you 
have finished.   
A must have in sunny weather is a hat.  
Please make sure you child brings 
a named hat to Preschool and we 
will remind them to wear it if they 
are playing outside. 

WATCH THIS SPACE  : 
 
We are organising a series of extended learning opportunities which will take place 
on Thursday afternoons throughout the Summer Term.  We’re inviting into 
preschool some people that help us—the fire service and police, having some musical 
and sporting visitors, mini outings and picnics.  We’ll also be inviting our ‘Lads In’ - 
opening the doors to dads, grandads, uncles, brothers…..    We’ll let you know more 
details shortly. 
 
If your child doesn’t attend on a Thursday afternoon, but you’d like them to take 
part, there will be some Ad Hoc spaces available. 
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Hi there!! 
 
We hope you’ve had a great Easter Break.  
 
Fundraising is always quiet between Christmas and Easter, so we take this time to plan for our busy 
Summer Term.  We have so much planned, alongside all the super changes happening in preschool we have 
some great events coming up.  
We always need parents or grandparents to help out on the event days and in the lead up, so if you think you 

can lend a hand please speak to a member of staff or the committee. 
Our fundraising has helped the Preschool buy a lot of the new resources to incorporate the new Curiosity Approach. The next big 
project is the outdoors, so our fundraising is much needed.  Please dig deep, help when you can or bring in as many donations as 
you can.  Anything you can do will help Preschool and our children. 
 
If ever you need to speak to me, please feel free to contact the office and they can put you in touch with me, or just come and 
have a chat if you see me or any other member of the committee in and around preschool—our photos are in the lobby, we don’t 
bite... 

Abi 

 

COMMITTEE MTG 
Monday 29 April 2019 7.30pm 
Not many people realise that the Preschool is 
Committee-run, so cannot continue without the support 
of the parents joining the Committee.  Everyone is 
welcome and encouraged to attend. 

MAY FAYRE 
Monday 6 May 2019 10.30am —5.30pm 
In order for us to make a good amount of money at this 
event, please, please donate a bottle(s) of Prosecco.  
There’s a donation basket in the lobby.  Thank you ! 

 

CLOTHES AND TEXTILES RECYCLING COLLECTION DAY 
Wednesday 24 April 2019 
We collect all types of unwanted textiles including 
adult’s and children’s clothes, paired shoes, 
hats, bags, belts, curtains, towels and bed 
linen.  Help yourself to a bag in the lobby! 

SUMMER SOLSTICE DISCO 
Tuesday 25 June 2019 at 4.45pm—5.45pm 
Dress up in party clothes and boogie on down to the 
latest sounds.  Refreshments will be available. 
Tickets £2 per child (accompanying adults free)  

T-Towels 
Also this term, in Preschool, we will be making self 
portrait T-towels which you can buy and keep as a lovely 
memento of all their friends at 
preschool. 

QUIZ NIGHT 
Friday 17 May 2019 7.30pm 
Teams of 2—8 or come along and join others.   
Tickets £3, bring your own booze and nibbles, trophy 
prize and raffle.  Bring your friends for a fun night out ! 
 

POTLEY TODDLE WADDLE 
Tuesday 4 June 2019 
We’d like to invite everyone to join us in a sponsored toddle 
and picnic this afternoon.  The proceeds of the sponsorship 
will be used in conjunction with the charity CSSEF to sponsor 
Sound Clouds in the Preschool.  More details will follow... 

SUMMER FUN NIGHT 
Friday 28 June 2019 6pm—8pm 
Held on the Primary school playing fields, we will be manning 
a Preschool stand.  More details will follow... 

 



Potley Hill Preschool Summer Term 2019 

 

Tuesday 23 April  First day of Summer Term  

Wednesday 24 April Bag2School Collection Day 

Monday 29 April   Committee meeting at preschool—Everyone welcome  !   
7.30—9 pm    Please come along and support the preschool. 

Friday 3 May  PRESCHOOL CLOSED—INSET Day 

Monday 6 May  Preschool stall at the May Fayre on Yateley Green—please donate 
10.30-5pm   a bottle of Prosecco for our Prosecco tombola ! 
Tuesday 7 May  Preschool photographer 

Friday 17 May  Quiz Night in the Drama Studio 
7.30pm 

Monday 20 May  Parent Consultations 
5.30—8pm 

Monday 27 May  PRESCHOOL CLOSED—HALF TERM 
- Friday 31 May 

Tuesday 4 June  Potley Hill Toddle Waddle 

Wednesday 12 June Hopeful deadline for return of T-towel orders please. 

Thursday 13  June   Lads In 

Tuesday 25 June  Summer Solstice Disco 
4.45—5.45pm 

Friday 28 June  Preschool stall at Summer Fun Night at Potley Hill Primary 

Tuesday 2 July  Preschool Leavers trip on the coach to Wellington Country Park 

Tuesday 9 July  Preschool Sports Day 
Tuesday 16 July  (reserve Sports Day) 

Friday 19 July  Last day of Summer Term and Leavers Party 

 

 

 

 


